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Verifying your suppliers

You will need to verify the certification documents of your suppliers to ensure they
a) identify your supplier,

b) cover the type or range of products you are purchasing,

c) are valid at the time you are making the purchase,

d) clearly reference that the ingredient is certified to organic Food & Drink standards.

You must make a record of these checks. The system you have in place to verify the
certification documents of your suppliers and record these checks will be verified at
inspection.

This guide will show you how to verify the certification documents of your suppliers
yourself.

Understanding the difference between GB Organic
Standards and Soil Association Organic Standards

Soil Association certifies businesses to two separate standards, you will need to know to
which standard your product can be certified to, and which suppliers have equivalent
organic standards.

e The GB organic standards as laid out in retained regulation 834/2007 &
889/2008 are the baseline organic standards all organic products must meet in
GB.

e Soil Association higher organic standards. This certification means the
product has met both the baseline GB requirements and the additional
requirements or ‘higher standards’ set out in the Soil Association standards.

Soil Association has higher organic standards in relation to:

e Meat, animal and fish products including poultry and eggs
e Ingredients from endangered species

e Palm Oil

e GMO's

o Packaging materials
e Wine

e Use of additives, flavourings, processing aids

If you wish for your product to be certified to Soil Association higher standards and
carry the Soil Association symbol, and your product contains any of the ingredients
listed in the Sourcing Organic Ingredients Annex please submit the supplier certificates
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for review to food.drink@soilassociation.orq.

Once you have read the following guidance on how to approve your suppliers, please
use the Verifying your Suppliers Checklist at the end of this guide to ensure you have
made the requisite checks.

Checking organic certificates and control bodies

BIO C
This website is a register of organic businesses from countries around the world, you
can use the search function within Bio C to check the validity of an organic certificate
by searching the business name, postcode and country. Please note this is not an
exhaustive list and does not include all organic businesses or countries and the search
function can be sensitive so ensure you use correct capital letters, spacing and spellings.

UK approved Control Bodies
This is a government website listing all the organic certification bodies within the UK.
You can check your supplier is certified by an approved UK certification body using this
website.

Control Bodies from Member States
This page allows you to check the control bodies which are registered with the EC for
organic certification within the EU. You can search by the certification code found on
the supplier certificate or by country or city.

The EU has a website where you can check certification of companies within the EU and
EEA countries.

Organic Register of

Equivalent Countries

This list provides details of countries or territories outside the UK that can certify
organic food for import into Great Britain.

The list shows:

e categories of food that you can import from each country or territory.

« any restrictions that apply for each product category — these are listed under
‘Limitations’ and ‘Notes'.

« Names, code numbers and websites of the control bodies and authorities that
can certify food for import from each country or territory.

Simply select the country your supplier is from on the cover sheet and use the page
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references to navigate to the list of approved certification bodies for that country.

Organic
reqister of equivalent certification bodies

This list provides details of the non-UK control bodies and control authorities that can
certify organic food for import into Great Britain.

The list shows:

o addresses, codes numbers and websites of the control bodies and authorities.

e countries or territories where the control bodies and authorities can certify
organic food.

o categories of food that the control bodies and control authorities can certify in
each country or territory.

e any restrictions that apply — these are listed under ‘Exceptions’ and ‘Notes'.

« how long the control body or authority will be recognised as equivalent to a UK
control body.

If you'd like further guidance or to double check your supplier’'s certificate, please contact
food.drink@soilassociation.org.

Soil Association Certification Limited, Spear House, 51 Victoria Street, Bristol BS1 6AD
T 0117 91411 E cert@soilassociation.org W www.soilassociation.org/certification

Reference: EFM- 1112 Version no.: 02 Issue date: April 2024


http://www.soilassociation.org/certification
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/ofis_public/rCBE/ctrl_rcbe.cfm?targetUrl=home&lang=en
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F1157173%2FRecognised_Control_Bodies_May_2023.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fassets.publishing.service.gov.uk%2Fgovernment%2Fuploads%2Fsystem%2Fuploads%2Fattachment_data%2Ffile%2F1157173%2FRecognised_Control_Bodies_May_2023.ods&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
mailto:food.drink@soilassociation.org

Section 1: Soil Association Certified Suppliers (GB)

Can I use this supplier for organic ingredients in products certified to Soil Association
organic standards?

Is the certificate issued by Soil Association Certification

and does it confirm the product is certified to Soil Association
organic standards? See examples on following page.

No — it is a GB standard certificate, not SA

Does the product/ingredient you intend to buy
have additional sourcing requirements? YES

Meat, fish, poultry, eggs

Wine

Palm Qil or Endangered Species
Flavourings

We may need more information to

confirm the ingredient meets Soil

Association higher standards before YES
it can be used in an SA certified

product. If the supplier cannot be

verified as meeting the higher SA

standards, you can either:

Ingredients from this supplier

can be used in SA standard
products.

1.Switch to supplier certified to SA

standards for the ingredient in
question.

2.Certify the product to GB
standards instead (product cannot
use the SA symbol).

Please see the Sourcing Organic Ingredients Annex for more details on which ingredients
have additional sourcing requirements to be suitable for use in SA standard products.

Soil Association Certification Limited, Spear House, 51 Victoria Street, Bristol BS1 6AD
T 0117 91411 E cert@soilassociation.org W www.soilassociation.org/certification

Reference: EFM- 1112 Version no.: 02 Issue date: April 2024


http://www.soilassociation.org/certification
https://www.soilassociation.org/media/18612/annex-sourcing-organic-ingredients.pdf

Soil Association Certificate examples

*Please note, all the company names on certificate examples have been redacted.

Soil Association Certification issues both a certificate and a trading schedule.

Certificate for a business certified to Soil Association standards

The Soil Association Symbol will be present on certificates where the products are
certified to Soil Association higher standards. This does not appear on GB standard
certificates issued by Soil Association Certification.

SADA20356190523GB_SA_Proc-2111-CD22

Presence of Soil
Association symbol
means they are
certified to Soil
Association higher
standards.

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

Address of
operator

This document certifies that the above named operator has been inspected and satisfies the
requirements of the Soil Association organic standards. The named operator is certified as meeting
the requirements as laid down in Retained Regulations No 834/2007 and 889/2008. This document
has been issued on the basis of Article 29 (1) of Retained Regulation No 834/2007 and 889/2008.

This certificate is valid for marketing organic products only when accompanied by a current trading
schedule. To verify the current validity of this document, contact Soil Association Certification
directly, or visit the online directory at www.soilassociation.org/certification/find-a-licensee Valid
until the date stated, unless surrendered, suspended or revoked. This certificate remain< the
property of SA Certification Ltd and must be returned on request. Check certificate is in

GB-ORG-05 date at point of

Issue date: 19.05.2023 Expiry date: —— purchase.
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Trading Schedule for a business certified to Soil Association standards

‘The business has been inspected and satisfies the requirements of the Soil Association
organic standards.’

Page 1:

Soil Association Certification

Trading Schedule

Company Name:

Address:

Licence No:

The business above has been inspected and satisfies the requirements of the Soil Association

in re[ain-er:l Regulations No 834/2007 3n4-:1 88912008-, This document has been issued on the Reference to

basis of Article 29 (1) of Retained Regulation No 834,/2007 and 889,/2008. Soil Association
organic

This document lists the enterprises and products that have been licensed by Soil Association — t g dard d

Certification Limited and is valid until the date stated, unless surrendered by the business or standarads an )
correct organic

sUSpended ar reVoked IOy SOI1 ASS0CTA O LeTtINCathon LITMITed.
regulation

Valid until 31/05/2024

This document may be used to market the following licensed products only:
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Enterprises Status
Contract packing Organic
Exporting Organic
Impaorting Organic
Importing from EU countries Organic
Processing/manufacturing Organic
Product Name Status
7 Blend Mushroom Capsules Organic
7 Mushroom Powder (Reishi, Maitake Shiitake, Cordyceps, Chaga, Organic
Coriolus, Lion's Mane)

70% Dark Chocolate Drops Organic
70% Dark Chocolate Drops with Chia Seeds Organic
70% Dark Chocolate Drops with Tumeric and Maca Organic
Acai Berry Capsules Organic
Acerola Powder Organic
Apricot Kernels - Sweet Organic
Ashwagandha Capsules Organic
Ashwagandha Powder Organic
Banana Flakes Organic
Banana Powder Organic
Banana Powder (Freeze Dried) Organic
Baobab Powder Organic
Barley Grass & Wheatgrass Capsules Organic

Page 2 lists activities/enterprises and products.
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SADC20356190523GB_Proc-0578-CD22

v

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION

The named operator is certified as meeting the requirements as laid down in retained Regulations
No 834/2007 and 889/2008. This document has been issued on the basis of Article 29 (1) of
Retained Regulation No 834/2007 and 889/2008.

This certificate is valid for marketing organic products only when accompanied by a current trading
schedule. To verify the current validity of this document, contact Soil Association Certification
directly, or visit the online directory at www.soilassociation.org/certification/find-a-licensee Valid
until the date stated, unless surrendered, suspended or revoked. This certificate remalnsme
property of SA Certification Ltd and must be returned on reques;.

GB-ORG-05
Issue date: 19.05.2023 Expiry date: 31.05. 2024

5@»)7/\

Stephen Smith TRl 4
Senior Certification Manager :
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Trading Schedule for a business certified to GB standards by Soil
Associtaion

‘The named operator is certified as meeting the requirements as laid down in retained

Regulations No 834/2007 and 889/2008.’

Page 1 0f2 Ref: SA20356CLGB_Proc-0590-TS22190523

Soil Association Certification

Trading Schedule

Company Name:

Address:

Licence No:

The named operator is certified as meeting the requirements as laid down in retained

Article 29 (1) of Retained Regulation No 834/2007 and 889/2008.

This document lists the enterprises and products that have been licensed by SA Certification
Limited and is valid until the date stated, unless surrendered by the business or suspended or
revoked by SA Certification Limited.

Valid until 31/05/2024

This document may be used to market the following licensed products only:

Enterprises Status

Exporting Organic
Importing Organic
Processing/manufacturing Organic
Product Name Status

7 Blend Mushroom Capsules Organic
Barleygrass Powder (EU) Organic
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Section Z2: Non-SA certified GB, and EU Suppliers

Can I use another GB/EU supplier for organic ingredients in products
intended to be certified to GB standards?

Does this certificate confirm
certification to: Article 29 (1) of
Retained Regulation No 834/2007

and 889/2008 or 2018/848?
see example certificate on following
page.

NO YES

Without further verification from the certifier
or from Soil Association certification this
may not be used as a supplier for organic

This supplier can be used for ingredients
in products that are certified to GB
standards. Make sure you have verified
their certification documents as per
standard 5.7.2.

products in GB.
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Non-SA certified GB, and EU Suppliers cont.

Can I use another GB/EU supplier for organic ingredients in products
intended to be certified to Soil Association higher standards?

Does this certificate confirm

certification to : Article 29
(1) of Retained Regulation
No 834/2007 and

889/2008 or 2018/848?

see example certificate on
following page.

YES

Does the product/ingredient you
intend to buy have additional
souring requirements?

We may need more information
to confirm the ingredient meets
Soil Association higher standards
before it can be used in an SA
certified product. If the supplier Meat, fish, poultry, eggs
cannot be verified as meeting the
higher SA standards, you can
either: Palm Oil or endangered species

Wine

Flavourings
1.Switch to supplier certified to

SA standards for the ingredient in
question.

2.Certify the product to GB
standards instead (product
cannot use the SA symbol).

This supplier can be used for
ingredients in products that are
certified to Soil Association
standards.

Please see the Sourcing Organic Ingredients Annex for more details on which ingredients have
additional sourcing requirements to be suitable for use in SA standard products.
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GB certificate example

Certificate for a GB supplier certified by another certification body, to GB
standards.

Certification
N code is that of
OF&G| ) i
oL = certification
body.
ORGANIC
Certifica
This certificate has been ssued on the basis of Articke 29(1) of Regulation (E
; ue 595 O (1) a (EC) 834/2007 an ation
(EC) 882/2008, The declared operator has submitted his a::?"es under control araa'rgjse?:clvul "
requirements lakf down In the named reguiations, and the OFAG Certdication svstem
is certified for the following organic enterprisels
Pasteurising Correct
Z,m.«.; legislation
g
Retaileg referenced.
Transport
Packing of various NRC and retumnabie conlainers
and the following organic products;
Double Cream
Mik - Whola: Semi Skimmed; Skimmed
Whpping Cream
Raw Mik
Registration No: UXP1417 Date Issved: 21 Apnl 2022 Certificate
Document No: GB-ORG-02-1417-2022-111 Certificate Expires: |30 Apeil 2023 > must be in
z date at point

Signed by: of purchase.

This Annual Certificate remains at o times the property of OFAG
Ot Estale Yard, Shremsbury Road. Abrighton Stvowsbury SY4 3AG
Enguiries: 01938 251000 Fax 01939 201250 Emai nlo@ofgorganic.org
Regisieved Office &3 postal addvess Co Reg. No. 1202852 (England) VAT Rag. No. 282 7266 §7

<8

i
~

Please note the key statement:
“This certificate has been issued on the basis of Article 29(1) of regulation (EC) 834/2007
and Regulation (EC) 889/2008"
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EU Certificate Example
Certificate for an EU/NI supplier certified to the EU Standards (recognised

as equivalent to GB stand

ards).

Reference: EFM- 1112

Certificate pursuant to Article 35(1) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and labelling of
organic products

1.2 Operator type
B operator
[ Group of operators

11 Document number

'NL-BIO-01.528-0003859.2023.003

L3 Operator or group of operators L4 Competent authority or Control authority / Control bod;
Addre _ Ao Pout oot oLew
Address Address Postbus 384, 8000, ;E'

%
[T}
o >
g Country Netherlands ISO Code NL Country Netherlands 150 Code NL
L5 Activity or activities of the operator or group of operators
g + Preparation
.. | * Distribution/Placing on the market
-
Ruffg Category or categories of products as referred to in Article 35 (7) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the Council and [e—)
roduction metho
+(d) Processed agricultural products, including aquaculture products, for use as food
Production method:
- Production of organic products
+(g) Other products listed in Annex 1 to Regulation (EU) 2018/848 or not covered by the previous categories
L Production method:
- Production of organic products
This document has been issued in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2018/848 to certify that the operator or group of operators complies with that
Regulation.
L7 Date, place L8 Validity
Date 20 2023 Name and  Stichting Skal Certificate valid from 12/03/2023 to 30/12/2024 >
lﬁﬂ +0200  signature Biocontrole
CEST
Place Zwolle (NL)
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Certificate pursuant to Article 35(1) of Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and labelling of
organic products

111 Directory of products

Name of the product Combined nomenclature (CN) code as referred to in Council
Regulation (EEC) No 2658/87 for products within the scope of
Regulation (EU) 2018/848

BIO Destillaat

BIO Destillaat

BIO Destillaat

BIO Destillaat

BIO Destillaat

The Stillery's Most Floral Gin

The Stillery's Ouwe

Jonge Jenever BIO

Deciao Moscow Mule

Deciao Citrus

Limoncello Bio

Bio Bier Borstel

Deciao Fall

Biologische Spelt wodka

Hard Seltzer

Limoncello BIO 2

Gember 0%

Jeneverbes destillaat laag alcohol

BIO Gin

BIO Gin

BIORTD

Esprit BIO

Esprit BIO

BloGin

Blo Gin

Esprit Blo

BIO Gin

Part II: Specific optional elements

EERENERERRERERRR AN AME

1L2 Quantity of products

IL3 Information on the land

Please note, it is no longer compulsory for EU certificates to list individual products. However,
many certification bodies continue to do so. You will need to ensure the product or product
category you intend to buy is listed on the certificate.
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Section Z: Third country suppliers (Outside GB and
EU)

e Non-UK countries recognised as having equivalent organic standards to GB,
and the certification bodies that operate in these countries, as listed in the
government online register recognised Non-UK countries and territories
annex III.

e Non-UK control bodies/ certifiers recognised as having equivalent organic
standards to GB, who operate in countries which do not have equivalent
organic standards, as listed in the online government register recognised Non-
UK control bodies and authorities annex IV.

Is this supplier from a country outside GB, and is the
product category and certification/control body listed in

?

YES
NO

Is the certifier issuing the
certificate a recognised non-UK
certification body, operating in This supplier can be used, provided
that country, and certifying the you have validated their
product category specified in certification documents as per
b standard . Make sure the
consignment has a certificate of
inspection, endorsed by the
certifier of export, the port health
authority where the goods enter the
UK, and the first consignee.

The product/ingredient
cannot be sold or distributed
with reference to organic in

the UK.
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How to use annex III

This annex lists countries and territories which have been recognised by
DEFRA as having equivalent organic standards to GB.

1. Isthe supplier certified in a country listed in annex III (Recognised non- UK
countries and territories?) *Check the ‘Table of contents’ page to see if the country
is listed. Then, go to the corresponding numbered tab.

2. Does the supplier certificate show the name of a certifying body that is listed in
annex IIT under the numbered tab for that country/area?

3. If the supplier certificate shows a certification code, does this correspond to the
code in annex III? (as listed under the country/area’s numbered tab, next to the
corresponding certification/control body)? *Please note, not all certificates will
show the certification code.

4. Isthe category of product you intend to buy listed as ‘recognised’ for that country?
*At the top of each numbered tab for the country/area, the recognised categories
for that country/area are listed, e.g., A,B,C,D,E,F. For definitions of each category,
go to the ‘Cover_sheet'.

5. If the certificate has an expiry date, is the certificate in date at the point of
purchase? *Certificates from some countries do not have expiry dates e.g., Japan
and United States.

6. Does the trading schedule/annex list the ingredient/product/product category (s)
which you intend to buy?

How to use annex IV

This annex lists control bodies which operate in third countries and have
been recognised by DEFRA as having equivalent organic standards to GB.

1. Isthe supplier certified by a certification/control body listed in annex IV
(Recognised non- UK control bodies and control authorities?) *CTRL+F to search
for the certification/control body on the ‘Control bodies’ tab.

2. Is the country of the supplier listed under that certification/control body in annex
IV? *Go to the ‘codes’ tab and find the certification/control body in question.
Then check that the supplier's country is listed underneath.

3. If the organic certificate displays a certification code, does this match the code
listed in annex IV under the ‘codes’ tab. Check the code is listed under the correct
certifying body and next to the correct corresponding country? *CTRL+F to search
for the code straight away.

4. Isthe category of product you intend to buy listed as ‘recognised’ for that
certification body in that country? Details of the categories are listed on the ‘cover
sheet'.

5. If the certificate has an expiry date, is the certificate in date at the point of
purchase? *Certificates from some countries do not have expiry dates e.g., Japan
and United States.
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6. Does the trading schedule/annex list the ingredient/product/product category (s)

which you intend to buy?

Third Country Certificate Example

NASAA
CERTIFIED
ORGANIC

Certification Number:
C8349

Primai Address:

ilin Province, CHINA

Operation Address / Facilities:

See the attached Annex for a list of all certified products

Authorised Signature JIMON Certificate Issue Date
0 NASAA.]‘/ 26 Sep 2022
i~ Mol\er CERTIFIED
Corshry e ORGANIC
PTY LTD

Carolin Malier ACN 101 £29 163

Certification Manager

NASAA Certified Organic P/L (NCO)
ACN 101 829 353 Unit 78, 3 Mount Barker Road, Stirfing in the State of South Australia 5152
T: 461 8 72317700 / F: «61 8 8370 8381

W: ncocertifiedorganic.comau

Reference: EFM- 1112
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/

Certification
body is listed
in Annex IV as
an approved
certification
body operating
in that country
with
equivalence to
GB standards
for certain
categories of
products.
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PROGRAM

NASAA
CERTIFIED
ORGANIC

STANDARDS { REGULATIONS

|USDA MOP]

Certified to the United States Departrment of Sgriculture [USDW) Mational Organle Effoctis Dabs:
Program (MOP) T CFR Part 205 05 Apr 2018
#ccreditor: United States Dapartmant of Agriculbuns an =

) rifversary date:
Sempe: Hardling Wikd Crops e

Once certified, o production or Aonding operation’s arganic certfiostion continges in effect unth
surendered, suspendad of revoled
However an annus! Certificote s (ssued as the operation’s Anniversary dote will change

Cortified in accordonos with the terms of the LS. Cancda Ovganic Equivolency Arnongoman i

{EU)

Carfied in accordance with HASASA Organic and Blodynamie Standard and EU Plant andl| waid Until Date:
Plant Products Additional Requl s (Internat) 30 Sap 205
Accreditor: IDAS |Rags: T - ISWIEC T7D65 & EU Equivalence

Sespa: Categary A Unprocessed Plant Products, Categony O Processed Agriculural
Products For Usa As Food

21 Aug 2022

EU recognised Cartdfication Body: CN-BM0=TIS

||

Authorized Signoture
Corctin Maller

Carolin Moller
Certification Manager

Certificote fzsue Dote
26 Sep 2022

MASAA Certified Organic P/L [NCO)

MACH 101 828063 Unit T, 3 Mount Barker Road, Stirling in the State of Sowth Australia 5152

T: +61 8 7231 7700 f F: +51 & B370 &38]
E- infod ifi .
W: ncocetifiedorganic.comau
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Check
certificate is in
date and not
passed expiry.

Equivalent
product
categories listed.

Correct EU
legislation
referenced.

Certification
code matches
the code listed
in annex IV for
this certification
body operating
in that country.
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